JLEVITICUS

% 4 %MWW

N"own viIxN - YT NI'v1o

14/1-9

‘ PARASHAS METZORA

: HASHEM spoke to Moses, saying: ? This shall be the law of the metzora on the day of his

purification: He shall be brought to the Kohen. 3 The Kohen shall go forth to the outside
of the camp; the Kohen shall look, and behold! — the tzaraas affliction had been healed from
the metzora. @ The Kohen shall command; and for the person being purified there shall be taken
two live, clean birds, cedarwood, crimson thread, and hyssop. (?3171& Kohen shall command;
and the one bird shall be slaughtered into an earthenware vessel over spring water. (s As for the
live bird: He shall takt® it with the cedarwood and the crimson thread and the hyssop, and he
shall dip them and the live bird into the blood of the bird that was slaughtered over the spring
water@” hen he shall sprinkle seven times upon the person being purified from the (zaraas; he
shall purify him, and he shall set the live bird free upon the open field. ® The person being purified
shall immerse his clothing, shave off all his hair, and immerse himself in the water and become
pure. Thereafter he may enter the camp; but he shall dwell outside of his tent for seven days-

purification process, the "metzora” must bring a korban
consisting of two birds that chirp incessantly to atone for the
excessive “lashon hara” that came out of his mouth. That being

2790

4, mnpy — Birds. Because his affliction came in punishment
9\ for the chatter of gossip and slander, his purification is ef-
1{6’ fected by means of chirping, twittering bi rds (Rashi; Arachin
16b). =
i nivg — Live, clean. The birds must be free of any iliness
or defect that would cause them to die within twelve months,
and they must be clean, i.e., they must be of a species that it
is permissible to eat.
«a§ From arrogance to humility.

Atonement for sin requires that the erstwhile sinner purge
himself of the moral ftaw that caused his misdeeds. The un-
derlying cause of slander and gossip — the sins that are
punished by tzaraas — is haughtiness, because it breeds the
contempt for others that lets one talk about them callously.
The metzora's repentance entails a resolve to change him-
self, achange that is graphically symbolized by the following
three iterns that accompany his offering.
1Ky — Cedarnwood. Because it grows tall, imposing, and

~J wide, the cedar symbolizes haughtiness (Rashi; Arachin 16a).
vk nyin s — Crimson thread and hyssop. The thread is
wool, dyed with a pigment made from a lowly creature, atype
of insect ar snail, whose identity is unclear. Thus, it symbol-

jzes the penitent’s newfound humility. Hyssop, a lowly bush,
symbolizes the same idea of humility (Rashi).
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the case, we would have expected HKB"H to instruct him to’
laughter both birds. So, why, indeed, does he only slaughter
one and he sets the other one free to fly over the field?
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5 vy — Be slaughtered. Although in some respects the procedure for
purification of the metzora is reminiscent of the procedures at the time of the
Exodus from Egypt (commentary to v. 4), in other ways it is related to the
sacrifices on Yom Kippur. Indeed, Recanati and Ramban hold that the offering
of the two birds in the case of the metzora is for the same basic reasons as that
of the two goats on Yom Kippur. Like the two goats, the two birds went to
different destinies. One was slaughtered and then immediately buried for it was
K2 MoK, forbidden to any benefit. Likewise, one of the goats of Yom Kippur
was also totally burned (see Leviticus 16:27). The other bird was sent glive into
the open field like the goat released into the wilderness at Azazel (16:22).
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We see someone putting in extra-special efforts on behalf
cof the community. Our compliments or heartfelt thanks are
aAll it takes to make him want to continue his efforts. But most
of us do not even notice his efforts, and if we do, we smugly
decide that he must have some ulterior motives for investing
those efforts.

JIf we analyze the two misuses of speech, we find that they
come from the same inner failing: when we feel inadequate,
we don’t want to be the only ones to be lacking. The easiest
way to combat these feelings of inadequacy is to focus only
on other people’s failures. Once we start down this slippery
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slope of viewing others negatively, we find it quite ‘easy to 0NN N3 2s
find reasons to besmirch themy and we also become very P;-\y Pl -na

stingy when it comes to complimenting them. The Talmud

(Berachos 58a) tells us that two people can stay at the same

host, and a good guest thinks to himself, “How much effort
/ did the host expend on my behalf!” and a bad guest thinks,

“Ach — how much did the host prepare for me? He had to
_prepare for his own family anyway...."
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he Zohar teaches us that one.of the birds brotight by

.a metzora atones for positive speech, the other for the

lack of it. A metzora is ready to purify when he can improve
his outlook on life and see the good in people. He can then

% atone for the times that he misused the gift of speech — both -

actively and passively.
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The discovery of the Ajnughn thenceforth informs the way we
live. The Torah Lommand to be misdabek bemidosav, to emulatc
His ways, forms the basis of the Jewish system of nwraht\' We do
not have a pragmatic system of morality, which shuns cruelty, for
instance, for practical reasons; be cruel to someone today, and
someone will be cruel to you tomorrow. Now, that’s not the
Jewish outlook. We see that the Almighty is kind and merciful, and
therefore we too must behave in a kind and merciful manner. We
see that the Almighty cares for the sick and the poor, for widows \
and orphans; therefore we too must act 1 the same way.
So let me tell you another, less discussed attribute of the
Almighty that we have to emulate. We say, “Veatah mechayeh es ‘
X kulam. And You give life to them all.” The Almighty sustains the I -
entire world at all times through a continuous shefa of chiyus, a
never-ceasing emanation of the life force. Should He interrupt this
emanation for even one moment, creation would cease to exist.
This then is the most fundamental attribute of the Almighty in
His relationship with the cosmos: the giving and sustaining of life |
o itself. Tt follows that we, as Jews, must also seck to be life-givers.
Our avedah, our divine service in this world, s to give life to oth-
ers, to be ‘_nnmdnrud bonei olam, builders of the world, in recog-
“nition and emulation of the Almighty Himself.

\ Pleasant conversation, sichah na’ah, holds tremendous power. If
you speak to others with &jndness and compassion vou can literal-

§
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However, if a person is plagued Dy arrogance and scorf for

ly revive and sustain them. You can give them life. You can become

others, he will find it exceedingly difficult to refrain from giving

2 boneh olam, a builder of the world, and for that vou deserve to

vent to the malice that festers in his heart. His bitterness will break

be rewarded. A stranger walks into the beis midrash, and you go
over and say, “Shalom aleichem!” With these two simple words,
Jyou ‘ve transformed him. In effect, you've told him, “You’re some-"

kbody important. You count. T recognize your worth, and I/

acknowledge it.” That is pleasant conversation that gives hfc that
revives, that sustains, that deserves a great reward.

g@ o Brsler Wetss o~ Partho

Many labor under the misapprehension that shemiras halashon

R,

,requires no more than restraining our mouths from forbidden

X

speech. In truth, the resolution to speak well of others must begin
by thinking well of them: by viewing them in a positive light;

searching for their merits; and overlooking their faults, as Rebbe
Elimelech of Lizhensk prayed, “Place in our hearts, that we may see
qnly the merits of our friends, and never their faults.” By develop-
ing a warm and loving disposition toward our friends and associ-
atee we will find it onlv natural to.speak well of them.

free at every opportunity, and no amount of determination will

‘enable him to control it. Therefore, the purification of our speech
¢ must begin with the purification of our hearts and minds. When we_

train ourselves to see the good in others, we will find that shemiras

halashon requires hardly any effort, since we will have nothing bad
fo say about anyone. =
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HKB”H Only Bequeaths “Chochmah” to ’
3!.\4 One Who Possesses “Chochmah” Raw yTI¥R nuns ny9 ma

-
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[ had a wonderful inspiration regarding this subject. To
begin with, let us examine the sacred avodah that we are obliged
Ao perform during the days of “Sefiras HaOmer" As we know,

) these days prepare us to receive the Torah on Chag HaShavuos, 1 1 M I P T v g&‘-ngg a0 'h'IUD") np‘,q s mn
\ which approaches auspiciously. We have learned in the Gemara / ' () 3w ﬂ}JL)'lﬂ
(Berachos 55a): -
PaE TS 1 W 1Y NS ST T AP T (AT 227 PR m Am YN wn .:rnn mp3 Yy PRI Dyamw 8% MK pyr YwNa
NOMYR =R RDVMR 37 YRR LTS WY XYTIN TRURMT Xnpan S JANIRDT NY9IND INTIRAG MYy Srewr Koann napn
A KT TN D WIS BN TR T AR IR BT TR e
a"na7 Ay © 57 powa) 2 W nvenm N KEn pioan nerna wn i W
" st NR3 3% BT o 2hay Non Sy TR DWANTY DIwn o' Mawy KanS y7vnn YW Javonw
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MRabbi Yochanan said: HKB"H gnly bestows chochmah
NK DM A% w1 MaT T D 0K P qivbya Than mvbushnw

upon one who possesses chochmah, as it states (Daniel 2,

21): "He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those ana 71 7871 MO Mbl 9Y DK DWANTW and [K3T T TR Dnyy r
who know how to reason.” Rav Tachalifa bar Maarava . A W Xon Sy mIKd Dwanw
heard this statement and repeated it to Rabbi Abahu. He
said to him: You learn it from there, but we learn it from {2y T 5T P2V Noona S AT DK KT (o YY) ¥ nwned Bl
here; for it is written (SheMos 31, 6): “In the hearts of all that Sv1an KM 9K L T7a nawh XYW DIRRL IKWR YYn manwl ant
are wise-hearted, | have placed chochmah.’ v Sw ANYTY MA CYTR T KITRK ITVAP WK a1 INWKS WK A
From this passage, it is apparent that the daunting task moa Y Kaw KD AMow MmO KLY Twh SW KLR Sy K2 owanw

required of us in preparation for receiving the Torah is to strive . _
to be a “chacham.” For, in the merit of accomplishing this feat,

¢ HKB"H will confer upon us the chochmah of the Torah, as it 2 ORI VTN e Sw Run DY DIKS VAT IR LTND 93 KD PR o™IR
states: “He gives wisdom to the wise.” 111,250 MDA T 07T KA PNy L YYIYROW Tywa vin

.

Now, however, we must endeavor to reconcile the enigma
which the commentaries have struggled to unravel. The
language of the passuk: *qm=n® xnnan am—indicates that it

"is incumbent upon a person to acquire the first chochmah. [nJ 12°K1 N2 NUNDMA PRant KT = M0 MO3 13 W D0y 7123 K 1

i that merit, HKB"H will confer upon him His chochmah. Hence, aMaw M N NUTDNA PRan? Saon WK - MY 1 wW o~
we must discover what this first chochmabh is that a person must FTRI KT TRV 00 F1T 0K 99w 0T A amannnw JiTPRa 7apn
acquire on his own in order to be endowed subsequently with 3O TRas 1

~ HKB"H's chochmah.

o’ TYEn TT MKW M3 A% MDAa IMpn1 WY YT pwtw vian, .
4 Xp_oorn). 722 anm DUrY 123 nayk IMK YD nea

< The First Chochmah Is Humility 772 713 WA T AR YT (WY KUM 9Y DKD DAY 310 1K 28 ra
NS 7 KD MYy NK D KawD 29T MEan yan ¥y el Yw @

We find a wonderful explanation in the Arugos HaBosem e
(Tetzaveh) referring to what we have learned in the Gemara SR MWon yan Wanw mon mod nx Wy TI¥ K9K YT T

(Ta'anis 7a): 32 W7 )R- mpws( 2on57T .27 70 TRT Y s AMKIN MYy PIYNw 2K NYIIN A TR VY IMuY KaTY Y
e, DY PRI TR DY T B T T v ot e Kax
" mime ST MR NOR TR TR 7N 0127 Why are words of
Torah compared to water? ... To teach us that just as water
® flows from higher ground to lower ground, so, too, words of
Torah are only retained by someone who possesses a lowly
self-image (humility). _Elsewhere, the Gemara teaches us
(Sotah 5a): 87 %2 a7 A7IPR MW WP MY 2T LAl - el -
" yaum mm =g AmISW e Awax A person should always learn $
from the “da’as” of his Maker; for HKB"H passed over the
taller mountains and hills and rested His Shechinah on Har
Sinai. Similarly, the Gemara teaches us (Pesachim 66b): 7"
Pypan nPSROM ANBSR X7 BoM R Teren Anyone who becomes
haughty, if he is a wise man, his wisdom abandons him.

3(9_ (SheMos 16, 7): *ms wmay—for what are we—suggesting that
he considered himself insignificant. It should be noted that the
source for this idea comes from the teachings of the greai Rabbi
of Ropshitz, zy"a, in Zera Kodesh (Chukas): nwnwe om an
Toan avome A 2w - AR Y. T 9, unn T by bR
ms M - mmen m He says that the word m”awnn—meaning
thought—is an anagram for zwn 7"»—indicating that a person
should always think of himself as 7", insignificant. This is the
thrust of Moshe’s declaration: 7 wmav, Similarly, the word
m*mem—meaning wisdom—can be reconfigured as 772 1”3,

= - o *

[t is worth adding that even according to the simple,
straightforward understanding of nmmmmé we find a wonderful

To emphasize this point, the Arugos HaBosem presents an association between "maam* and humility. For, we have learne;d '
idea brought down in many of our sacred sources. The _in the Mishnah (Avos 4, 1): "mm7an e oo e —Who is
(“designation mman is composed of the letters 77n n’s— alluding .\ Fwise? One who learns from all people. Thus, we have an
_to the attribute of humility (“anavah”). The words 7”1 "2 can J explicit reference regarding the meaning and implication of the
*be interpret:ed literally as: the power or state of insignificance. term chochmah. Chochmah reflects the fact that man
Due to his own extreme humility, Moshe Rabeinu says of himself recognizes that he is far away from achieving the goal of

chochmah. Therefore, he is ready and willing to learn from

3w
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Now, let us revisit the words of wisdom of the Arugos
HaBosem. He explains accordingly the significance of "the
passuk: "ymsme jawon am—He gives wisdom to the wise.
Initially, a Jew must labor and strive to achieve the first n"™»am;

he must adopt the attribute of humility—embodying the ideal _

of 7"» ma. As a reward, HKB"H will imbue him with the
chochmah of the Torah, which, like water, seeks the low ground.
It was for this reason that HKB"H chose to give us the Torah on
Har Sinai rather than on one of the taller, more majestic

mountains; he wanted to impress upon us the importance and™

majesty of humility. This is the gist of his beautiful explanation.

What then is the chochmah of HKB"H that He hestows upon a

nagsan’?

It appears that we can explain the matter based on what the
Tzemach Tzedek (Lech Lecha), authorad by the esteemed Rabbi
Menachem Mendel of Vizhnitz, zy"a, brings down in the name
of his elder, the esteemed Rabbi Menachem Mendel of Kosov,
zy"a, the author of Ahavat Shalom. He writes that every Jew

( must always personify two aspects of mn. The first 7”n alludes
to one’s sense of personal lowliness (Tehillim 8,

)

;)2 TETEDN "3 BTN 87 WISN 9 WAIR ma*-- what is man that You

should remember him, and the son of a mere mortal that
You should be mindful of him? The second 7”» alludes to

one's appreciation of the greatness of the Creator (ibid. 5): ™ i3

pas boa aw v7e-- Hashem, our Lord, how grand is Your
name in all the earth.

This then is the message conveyed bﬁabbi Yochanan:
“HKB"H only bestows chochmah upon one who possesses
chochmabh, as it states (Daniel 2,21): ‘He gives wisdom to the
wise ... 1fa person wisely adopts the personal characteristic
of “anavah® - the attitude of 7”» m3, the first chochmah -
rea)énizing his own lowliness and inadequacy, reflecting the
mP of: "ametn 7o weax e then HKB'H reveals to him the
chochmah of the Torah, which is also an expression of 773 .
' For, through Torah-study and wisdom, a person achieves an
appreciation of the ereatness of the Creator, the second 7™,
1eﬂec§_g£he notion of: Y= 935 Taw TR TR

This provides us with a very nice interpretation of the
" teaching in the Mishnah (Avos 2, 1): 8™ 79 Tan b e BT
Ymeunsz Mpes TR P21 nunw - Know what is above you:
A seeing eye, a hearing ear and all of your deeds being
recorded in the book. The holy sefarim Toldot Yaakov Yosef
(Vayikra), the Kedushat Levi (Metzora) and the Nefesh HaChaim
(Chapter 4), all provide the following interpretation: ™ i 7

mowms“—know that everything that transpires above (in the

heavenly realms) is determined by your actions; it is all "pamt—
from you. Your actions and deeds down below determine what
" is decreed above.

Based on what we have learned, we can propose that the
Tanna.intends to teach us the following: "R moun® s pTe—
know beyond a shadow of a doubt that if you wish to access the
as Wmmawmm.&_m@ﬂorah s
*chochmmﬁmmwﬁim_mﬂm&ﬂthmiﬁﬂk ? TR R
pen bsa mwt—it all depends on you, ™t You must first
behave in a manner consistent with the quality of 7”», rla_rpely
humility, as reflected by the. passuk: amstn e wax gt As a
consequence, you will inspire HKB'H to act above in a similar
‘74 manner, displaying the quality of #n—to reveal to you the
wisdom of the Torah exemplifying the greatness of the Creator:
Memaw AT TR

Ha

.1!

"‘1’ Therefore, HKB"H provided them with the cure prior to the

malady. He gave them the seven weeks of the "sefirah,” during
which they could refine the seven midot through the midah of
~“anavah” Thus, they would comprehend just how far they
actually were from refining and improving their midot. Along
these lines, the Avodat Yisrael (Likutim, Tehtllim 42) wriles that

_the avodah duripg the period of the "sefirah” is to achieve a
( sense of modesty and humility in preparation for receiving the

Torah.

He then pmnts out an allusion in the passuk (Tehillim 42, :)5
=L ] Ty BT qea ==y ¢, The words o3 =mawx 5%
allude to a Jew who passes through y™=wr) the total sum e
of the days of the “sefirah,” which number ; ma 7894”78 - ©
»pw=mi—until he reaches the anticipated day of Matan Tarah.
The primary avodah during these 49 days is to resemble a
nursine infant, who is totally dependent on his Mosher for

nutrition and sustenance. This is alluded to by the term 2”77

which is an anagram for 8% 7°7-—a Mosher's breast. In similar
fashion, a Jew must recognize that he has nothing other, than
what he receives from HKB"H. In the merit of this recognition,
he will receive the Torah on Chag HaShavuos.

Based on what we have discussed, it is evident that the goal
and purpose of the seven weeks of the “sefirah” are for every
individual Jew to acquire the initial chochmah, the character
trait of lowliness, the power of m"n--m"» m2 . A Jew must
appreciate that with regards to his deeds, he is m51gmf1cant
wagmstn w9 gk ¢, Thus, on Shavuos, he will merit receiving
the chochmah of HKB'H; with that m™a m he will better
appreciate the greatness of the Creator, in the sense of: nm*
»v=p o3 7w . In this manner, the tikun for not bemg able
m™ammans ~ to achieve the two aspects of 7" - in Mitzrayim, will

be completed.
Based on our current discussion, we can suggest an
explanation for the Maggid's determination. By first
recognizing one's lowliness and adopting an attitude of
“anavah”s P79ISme XIS 3o~ @ person merits receiving the
heavenly chochmah of developing a true appreciation of the
greatness of the Creator—the 7”1 m2 of Mt =R ™!,

This now enlightens us with regards to HKB"H'’s command
for the “metzora” to bring two live, pure birds on the day of his
purification. One bird is slaughtered, while the second is left
alive. In Rashi’s commentary, he explains the rationale for
instructing the “metzora’ to o bring cedar-wood, a crimson
tongue of wool and hyssop aiong with the two birds. Regardmg‘
the cedar-wood, he comments: “Because afflictions come
about due to haughtiness.” Regarding the crimson tongue of
wool and the hyssop, he comments: “What should he do to
make amends and be ‘cured? He should lower himself from
his arrogapge‘lllfg_fl worm and like a hyssop.”

infected with the klipah of haughtiness. In that state, he was not _
worthy of engaging in Torah-study. For, as we have _learned,.
HKB"H only bestows chochmah on someone who has attained
thg chochmah of 7% r3--humility, the opposite of haughtmess
This prompts the Midrash to explain (VR. 16,

4 b M EYOR MR YWY 3NST KT KT UMERT DTN AR DR
mpght e Yy Nt ®xwm P Regarding the status of the
“metzora,” the Midrash cites the passuk (Tehillim 50, 16): “To
the ‘rasha’ G-d said: What s the point of your recounting My
statutes and bearing My covenant upon your lips?” In other
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words, so long as the “metzora” has not been cured of the
affliction of haughtiness, he is still considered a “rasha”; as such
I-II(B”H is not interested in his words of Torah. Only after he has

@ been rid of his “ga’avah” on the day of his punftcatxon does
HKB"H desire his Torah: 1o @1ma y=18mm 00 momn nRre,

N_ Therefore, HKB"H commands him to bring two birds for his
purification process. First, he slaughters one bird to remind

himself of his lowliness and insignificance. By recognizing that™

every human being is destined to die, he recalls the teaching of
the Mishnah (Avos 6, 10):

®971,277 XY nED &Y ,aTNY 7 PR PR OTN Sw wnhun npwaws
TORIAND I, TAYS DIDI DUWEBT TTIN NTR L ATRATEY 73T 91N
TN TIRANTE ITWR R AWM ,TRY SR TEsws TR TN
BRWS TTWR XA MINTTY NS TRV MWA Taswa M avwa nm
f .xan

When a man departs from this world, neither silver, nor
gold, nor precious stones nor pearls escort him, but on]y
Torah-study and good deeds, as it is said (Mishlei 6, 22): “As
you go forth, it will guide you; as you recline, it will protect
you; and when you awake, it will speak on your behalf.” “As
you go forth, it will guide you’ ' refers to Olam HaZeh; “as you
recline, it will protect you” refers to the grave; “and when
you wake, it will speak on your behalf” refers to Olam HaRa.

Ll-j In contrast, the live bird thatis set free over the field spreads
its wmgs to soar without restrictions in the skles ‘above. It
reminds the "metzora” that he contaminated his mind with
haughty thaughts and self-pride. With this new awareness, he

i will recognize his true -ms:ghzficance causmg him to appreciate
and contemplate the magnificence of the Crgawr In the words
of the Navi (Yeshayah 40, 26): v ww* 7o =2 a1 %= asvy-
- Raise your eyes heavenward and see Who created these.

It should be evident that all of this relates magnificently to
the service of Hashem that we are obliged to perform during the
days and weeks of the "sefirah”"—the period of preparation for
receiving the Torah, After every one of us has experienced his
own personal exodus from the galus in Mitzrayim, it is
unconscionable for us to remain in a state of: Yo% gy Panenmy,
We must contemplate and adopt the two aspects of 7™: (1) our
personal lowliness and insignificance, the 2" of » v wux =
w=tn® and (2) the greatness and supremacy of the Creator, the
""m Of "7 933 aw 7R 7n¢, In this merit, we will be worthy
to_receive the Torah on Chag HaShavuos, which appFoaches
auspiciously! b

4g I
Now, in Likutei Imrei Yosef (end of Lech Lecha), he writes
that he heard in the name of the Tzemach Tzaddik that he added
a wonderful allusion of his own to the words of his elder,
regarding a passuk related to “yetziat Mitzrayim” (SheMos 12,
39): "manmnn® 120 )9 —for they could not delay. Seeing as
Yisrael in Mitzrayim had sunk to the fortyninth level of tumah,
they could not appreciate the greatness of the Creator or their
own lowliness. This is alluded to by the word »ammanes*, which
contains the word m"» twice. Thus, the passuk can be

\
finterpreted as stating that they could not appreciate the two !

spects of 7”n explained above: (1) e mm®
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